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1
AIR COOLED AIR COOLER FOR GAS
TURBINE ENGINE AIR SYSTEM

TECHNICAL FIELD

The application relates generally to air coolers and, more
particularly, to an air-to-air cooler for a gas turbine engine
air system.

BACKGROUND OF THE ART

Cooling high pressure air, such as compressor bleed air,
has always been challenging in the context of a gas turbine
engine. The space available to install air coolers and asso-
ciated air movers within the engine nacelle is limited. Also,
the use of air pipes and fans to direct air through a separate
heat exchanger adds weight to the engine which is negative
from a performance point of a view.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, there is provided an air-to-air cooler for a
gas turbine engine, comprising a housing, a heat exchanger
matrix integrated to said housing, a first passage extending
through said housing for directing a flow of cooling air
through said heat exchanger matrix, a second passage
extending through said housing for directing a flow of hot air
to be cooled through the heat exchanger matrix, the heat
exchanger matrix promoting heat transfer from the flow of
hot air to the flow of cooling air, the first passage including
a cooling air outlet tube disposed downstream of the heat
exchanger matrix relative to the flow of cooling air, the
cooling air outlet tube extending across said second passage
between the heat exchanger matrix and a hot air inlet of said
second passage, the hot air inlet being disposed to cause
incoming hot air to flow over the cooling air outlet tube
upstream of the heat exchanger matrix, and an ejector
driving the flow of cooling air through the first passage of
the air-to-air cooler.

In a second aspect, there is provided an air-to-air cooler
for a gas turbine engine, comprising a housing, a heat
exchanger matrix provided in said housing, a first passage
extending through said housing and directing a flow of
cooling air through said heat exchanger matrix, a second
passage extending through said housing and directing a flow
otf'hot air to be cooled through the heat exchanger matrix, the
heat exchanger matrix promoting heat transfer from the flow
of hot air to the flow of cooling air, and an ejector tapping
into the second passage and using a portion of the incoming
flow of hot air as a source of motive fluid for driving the flow
of cooling air through the first passage.

In a third aspect, there is provided a method of installing
an ejector in a pipe having an axis, the pipe having an
annular inner shoulder projecting radially inwardly from an
inner surface of a wall of the pipe, and a circumferential
array of holes extending through the wall of the pipe at an
axial location comprised between the inner shoulder and a
terminal end of the pipe, the ejector having an axially
projecting annular front lip, the method comprising posi-
tioning a shim between the inner shoulder and the front lip,
the shim having a thickness corresponding to a desired axial
gap between the inner shoulder and the front lip, positioning
the ejector in the pipe with the shim axially abutting against
the inner shoulder and the front lip, securing the ejector in
position inside the pipe, and then removing the shim from
the pipe.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2
DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Reference is now made to the accompanying figures, in
which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of a turbofan
gas turbine engine;

FIG. 2 is an isometric view of an air-to-air cooler forming
part of the air system if the gas turbine engine;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged, broken away, isometric view
illustrating some internal details of the air cooler shown in
FIG. 2,

FIG. 4 is an enlarged, broken away, isometric view
illustrating how a portion of the incoming hot air to be
cooled may be used to drive the flow of cooling air through
the air cooler; and

FIG. 5 is a schematic cross-section of the hot air inlet
manifold section of the air cooler shown in FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 illustrates a turbofan gas turbine engine 10 of a
type preferably provided for use in subsonic flight, generally
comprising in serial flow communication a fan 12 through
which ambient air is propelled, a multistage compressor 14
for pressurizing the air, a combustor 16 in which the
compressed air is mixed with fuel and ignited for generating
an annular stream of hot combustion gases, and a turbine
section 18 for extracting energy from the combustion gases.

The gas turbine engine 10 has an air system which, among
others, provides air for engine cooling and sealing purposes.
The gas turbine engine air system may also be used to
pressurize the aircraft cabin or to supply pressurized air to
pneumatic devices. Compressor bleed air is typically used as
a source of pressurized air for the gas turbine engine air
system. However, bleed air from the compressor 14 is
relatively hot and as such it is desirable for some applica-
tions to first cool the bleed air by passing it through an
air-to-air cooler cooled by cold outside air or another suit-
able source of coolant. The space available to install such air
coolers in a gas turbine engine is limited.

FIGS. 2 to 5 illustrate an embodiment of a compact
self-contained/autonomous air-to-air cooler 20. As will be
seen hereinafter, the proposed configuration allows the
installation of an air-to-air cooler in confined or challenging
locations. For instance, as shown in FIG. 1, the compactness
of the cooler 20 allows it to be installed in line directly on
the hot pressurized air ducting within the inner bypass duct
of a turbofan engine without the need for additional ducting
and ram air scoops or the like.

Referring concurrently to FIGS. 2 and 3, it can be
appreciated that the cooler 20 generally comprises a housing
22 defining a first passage or cooling air circuit (schemati-
cally depicted by flow arrows 24 in FIG. 3) and a second
passage or hot air circuit (schematically depicted by flow
arrows 26). A heat exchanger matrix 28 is provided in the
housing 22 to transfer heat from the hot air passing through
the second passage 26 to the cooling air flowing through the
first passage 24. The heat exchanger matrix 28 may take any
suitable forms. For instance, it can be provided in the form
of a fin-and-plate heat exchanger or in the form of a
conventional tubular heat exchanger. Also, it could have a
single pass cross-flow or a multiple pass cross-flow con-
figuration, as well as parallel or counter flow configurations.

The first passage 24 has a cooling air inlet 30 provided on
a first side of the housing 22 for directing cooling air through
the heat exchanger matrix 28. The cooling air inlet 30 is
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connected in fluid flow communication with any suitable
source of cooling air. For instance, the cooling air inlet 30
may be supplied with fresh outside air or with air from the
bypass passage 31 (FIG. 1) of the engine 10. The cooling air
inlet 30 may comprise a bell mouth (not shown) to provide
for a uniform cold flow distribution through the heat
exchanger matrix and, thus, increase the heat exchanger
efficiency. The first passage 24 may also comprise an elbow
32 for receiving the cooling air at its exit from the heat
exchanger matrix 28 and for directing it into a cooling air
outlet pipe 34 mounted inside the housing 22. The elbow 32
may be provided in the form of an external 180° elbow pipe
mounted on a side of the housing 22 opposite to that of the
cooling air inlet 30. As will be seen herein after, an ejector
36 may be installed in the outlet end of the cooling air outlet
pipe 34 for driving the flow of cooling air through the first
passage 24, thereby providing for a self-ventilated cooler. A
diffuser 38 may be integrated or mounted to the ejector 36
to transform the kinetic energy of the cooling air flow in
increased static pressure as the cooling air flow is being
expelled out of the cooler 20. When used on a turbofan
engine, the exhaust flow may be routed to the engine bypass
main flow, thereby reducing the impact on engine specific
fuel consumption.

The second passage 26 or hot air flow circuit comprises a
hot air inlet 40 adapted to be connected in flow communi-
cation with a source of hot pressurized air (e.g. compressor
bleed air) to be cooled. According to the illustrated embodi-
ment, the cooling air inlet 30 and the hot air inlet 40 are
disposed at right angles with respect to each other. Referring
concurrently to FIGS. 3 to 5, it can be appreciated that the
hot air inlet 40 opens to a plenum 42 (FIG. 5) inside the
housing 22. The cooling air outlet tube 34 extends through
the plenum 42. As best shown in FIG. 5, an annular gap “h”
is defined between the cooling air outlet tube 34 and the wall
of the housing 22 surrounding the plenum 42. The annular
gap “h” and the hot air inlet 40 communicate together to
form the hot air inlet manifold of the second passage 26. One
role of the hot air inlet manifold is to uniformly distribute
incoming hot air through the heat exchanger matrix 28.
From FIGS. 3 to 5, it can also be appreciated that the hot air
inlet 40 extends in a same plane as the cooling air outlet tube
34 and is oriented transversally with respect thereto (per-
pendicularly in the illustrated example). Accordingly, the hot
air passing through inlet 40 impinges upon the cooling air
outlet tube 34 at its entry into the plenum 42 and thereafter
flows over the cylindrical outer surface of the cooling air
outlet tube 34 before entering into the heat exchanger matrix
28. The outer surface of the cooling air outlet tube 34
provides a flow distribution and a heat exchange surface for
the hot air to be cooled prior to its passage through the heat
exchanger matrix 28. After its passage through the gap “h”,
the hot air flows through the heat exchanger matrix 28 where
heat is transferred from the hot air to the cooling air. The
cooled air is then discharged from the housing 22 via an
outlet 44 (FIG. 1) and directed to its intended point of use.

As mentioned herein before, the flow of cooling air
through the first passage 24 is driven by an ejector 36
installed in the cold stream path downstream of the heat
exchanger matrix 28. As shown in FIG. 4, the ejector 36 may
be mounted inside an outlet end of the cooling air outlet tube
34. The ejector 36 has a circumferentially extending front lip
46 projecting axially forwardly relative to a radially out-
wardly extending mounting flange 48. The lip 46 circum-
scribes the cooling air flow inlet of the ejector 36. The
mounting flange 48 merges at its outer end into an axially
extending cylindrical portion 49 having an outer diameter

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

which is slightly less than an inner diameter of the outlet end
portion of the cooling air outlet tube 34. The cylindrical
portion 49 may be brazed or otherwise suitably secured to
the surrounding wall portion of the cooling air outlet tube 34
once the position of the ejector 36 has been appropriately
adjusted as will be described herein after. The cooling air
outlet tube 34 has an annular inner shoulder 52 projecting
radially inwardly from an inner cylindrical surface thereof.
The shoulder 52 and the lip 46 define an axial gap 54. The
axial gap 54 is calibrated to form the motive flow inlet of the
ejector 36. The axial gap 54 is in flow communication with
an annular gap 58 axially bounded by the inner shoulder 52
and the mounting flange 48 and radially by the inner wall of
the cooling air outlet tube 34 and the front lip 46 of the
ejector 36. The annular gap 58 forms an ejector motive flow
manifold for radially inwardly guiding the ejector motive
flow to the calibrated axial gap 54. The ejector motive flow
manifold is connected in fluid flow communication with a
series of air holes 50 defined through the wall of the cooling
air outlet tube 34. The air holes 50 may be uniformly
circumferentially distributed on the cooling air outlet tube
34. One or more rows of air holes 50 could be provided. As
can be appreciated from FIG. 4, the air holes 50 communi-
cate with the hot air inlet manifold inside the housing 22.
Accordingly, a portion of the hot air flowing over the cooling
air outlet tube 34 can be routed to the ejector 36 to drive the
flow of cooling air through the first passage 24 of the air
cooler 20. The hot air flows radially inwardly through the air
holes 50 and the annular gap 58 to axial gap 54. The hot air
follows a tip radius of the lip 46 from the radial direction in
the gap 54 to the axial direction downstream from the lip 46,
due to the Coanda effect. The motive flow is, thus, provided
directly from the hot air stream to be cooled without the need
for additional ducting for directing the motive flow. This
allows saving weight and avoiding pressure losses.

As mentioned hereinabove, the ejector body may be
inserted in the cooling air outlet tube 34 and fastened in
position by brazing. The axial gap 54 between the ejector
front lip 46 and the tube inner shoulder 52 may be precisely
controlled during brazing by a removable shim having a
thickness corresponding to the desired axial gap 54. The
shim extends between the inner shoulder 52 and the ejector
36. The shim may be provided in the form of a wrap
disposed within the joined diffuser 38 and the ejector 36 with
the warp extending over the lip 46. Once the shim has been
properly positioned, the ejector 36 may be axially pushed
into the outlet tube 34 until the shim axially abut against the
inner shoulder 52. Then, the ejector 36 may be brazed or
otherwise suitably secured in position inside the cooling air
outlet tube 34. The shim is then removed via the diffuser end
38 leaving a high precision gap between the inner shoulder
52 and the front lip 46 of the ejector 36.

The operation of the cooler 20 is as follows. The inlet hot
flow impinges on the outer cylindrical wall of the cooling air
outlet tube 34 and is both diffused and distributed prior to
entering the heat exchanger matrix 28, which both reduces
the pressure losses and improve heat exchanger perfor-
mance. A small portion of the hot flow, from about 2% to
about 12% depending of the ejector efficiency and back
pressure, feeds the ejector 36 via the air holes 50. This
portion of the hot flow expands in the gap 54 between the
inner shoulder 52 and the ejector front lip 46 and follows the
lip radius, from the radial direction in the gap 54 to the axial
direction downstream from the lip 46, due to the Coanda
effect. Intense mixing between the hot motive flow and the
cold secondary flow occurs, which drives large quantities of
cooling air flow through the first passage 24 and, thus, the
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heat exchanger matrix 28. The kinetic energy of the mixed
flow is transformed in increased static pressure in the
exhaust diffuser 38. The ratio between the cold flow and the
hot flow is proportional to the square root of the hot stream
temperature, which insures higher cooling rates at higher hot
stream temperatures. The latter mentioned behaviour of the
system provides for reduced temperature transients down-
stream from the cooler 20, which contributes to improve the
life of the gas turbine components exposed to the cooled
pressurized air flow supplied by the air cooler 20.

One advantage to this approach is that the air cooler is
self-contained and may be installed at virtually any conve-
nient location, e.g. in the inner bypass duct or the nacelle
cowling, without requiring complex ventilation ducting. By
eliminating the need for ram air scoops or additional duct-
ing, the main bypass flow of the engine may remain unper-
turbed. Also low quality cooling air flow can be used, such
as inner bypass duct ventilation air or nacelle ventilation air.
It also reduces the cooled stream air flow temperature range
due to engine power changes, which may improve the
engine component life when the cold pressurized air is used
for component cooling. Additionally, the lack of moving
components contributes to ensure a long service life of the
unit.

The above description is meant to be exemplary only, and
one skilled in the art will recognize that changes may be
made to the embodiments described without departing from
the scope of the invention disclosed. For example, the
Coanda effect-based ejector may be replaced by a central
nozzle ejector. Also, the heat exchanger may take various
forms and is not limited to fin-and-plate heat exchangers.
For instance, the heat exchanger could be provided in the
form of a tubular heat exchanger. Still other modifications
which fall within the scope of the present invention will be
apparent to those skilled in the art, in light of a review of'this
disclosure, and such modifications are intended to fall within
the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An air-to-air cooler for a gas turbine engine, comprising
a housing, a heat exchanger matrix integrated to said hous-
ing, a first passage extending through said housing for
directing a flow of cooling air through said heat exchanger
matrix, a second passage extending through said housing for
directing a flow of hot air to be cooled through the heat
exchanger matrix, the heat exchanger matrix promoting heat
transfer from the flow of hot air to the flow of cooling air,
the first passage including a single cooling air outlet tube
disposed downstream of the heat exchanger matrix relative
to the flow of cooling air, the single cooling air outlet tube
extending across said second passage between the heat
exchanger matrix and a hot air inlet of said second passage,
the hot air inlet being disposed to cause incoming hot air to
flow over the single cooling air outlet tube upstream of the
heat exchanger matrix, and an ejector mounted inside the
single cooling air outlet tube for driving the flow of cooling
air through the first passage of the air-to-air cooler, wherein
the single cooling air outlet tube extends through the hous-
ing perpendicularly to the flow of hot air leaving said hot air
inlet, the single cooling air outlet tube having an outer
surface offering a flow distribution surface for the hot air to
be cooled prior to its entry into the heat exchanger matrix,
wherein the cooling air exiting the heat exchanger matrix is
collected into a single elbow tube connected to the single
cooling air outlet tube, said outer surface of the single
cooling air outlet tube being internal to and coaxial with a
hollow portion of the housing, wherein an annular gap (h) is
formed between the single cooling air outlet tube and the
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hollow portion of the housing on the hot air inlet side of the
housing, wherein the annular gap (h) opens into said heat
exchanger matrix portion of the housing on the side opposite
from the hot air inlet.

2. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 1, wherein said
hot air inlet and said single cooling air outlet tube generally
extend in a same plane, and wherein said hot air inlet is
oriented transversally to said single cooling air outlet tube,
thereby causing the hot air entering said housing to impinge
upon the single cooling air outlet tube.

3. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 1, wherein the
second air passage has an upstream section which extends
between the hot air inlet and the heat exchanger matrix, said
upstream section including the annular gap (h) defined
between the housing and the single cooling air outlet tube.

4. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 1, wherein the
single elbow tube defines a 180 degree bend between the
heat exchanger matrix and the single cooling air outlet tube.

5. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 1, wherein the
ejector has a motive flow inlet communicating with said
second air passage, thereby allowing a portion of the hot air
flowing through the second passage to be used to drive the
ejector.

6. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 5, wherein the hot
air inlet leads to a hot air inlet plenum inside the housing,
wherein said single cooling air outlet tube extends through
said inlet plenum, and wherein air holes are defined in said
single cooling air outlet tube for routing a portion of the hot
air flowing over the single cooling air outlet tube to the
motive flow inlet of the ejector.

7. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 6, wherein the
ejector is mounted inside an outlet end of the single cooling
air outlet tube, the ejector having an axially projecting
annular front lip, the single cooling air outlet tube having an
annular inner shoulder projecting inwardly from an inner
surface of the single cooling air outlet tube, the inner
shoulder and the front lip defining an axial gap therebetween
to form part of the motive flow inlet of the ejector, the air
holes being in fluid flow communication with the axial gap.

8. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 7, wherein the
ejector has a mounting flange extending radially outwardly
relative to the front lip, wherein the ejector motive flow inlet
comprises a motive flow manifold, said motive flow mani-
fold being bounded axially by the inner shoulder of the
single cooling air outlet pipe and the mounting flange of the
ejector, and radially by the inner surface of the single
cooling air outlet tube and the front lip of the ejector, the air
holes in the single cooling air outlet tube communicating
with the motive flow manifold, which in turn, communicates
with the axial gap.

9. An air-to-air cooler for a gas turbine engine, comprising
a housing, a heat exchanger matrix provided in said housing,
a first passage extending through said housing and directing
a flow of cooling air through said heat exchanger matrix, a
second passage extending through said housing and direct-
ing a flow of hot air to be cooled through the heat exchanger
matrix, the heat exchanger matrix promoting heat transfer
from the flow of hot air to the flow of cooling air, and an
ejector tapping into the second passage and using a portion
of the incoming flow of hot air as a source of motive fluid
for driving the flow of cooling air through the first passage,
the ejector being mounted inside an end portion of the
cooling air outlet tube of the first passage downstream of the
heat exchanger matrix relative to the flow of cooling air, the
end portion of the cooling air outlet tube being internal to a
hot air inlet manifold inside the housing, air holes being
defined in said cooling air outlet tube, said air holes linking
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said hot air inlet manifold in fluid flow communication with
a motive flow inlet of the ejector, the hot air inlet manifold
being in fluid flow communication with a heat exchanger
matrix portion of the housing on a side opposite to a hot air
inlet side thereof, wherein the cooling air exiting the heat
exchanger matrix is collected into a single elbow tube
connected to the cooling air outlet tube, the cooling air outlet
tube having an outer surface, said outer surface being
internal to and coaxial with a hollow portion of the housing,
wherein an annular gap (h) is formed between the cooling air
outlet tube outer surface and the hollow portion of the
housing on the hot air inlet side of the housing, and wherein
the annular gap (h) opens into the heat exchanger matrix
portion of the housing on the side opposite from the hot air
inlet.

10. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 9, wherein the
motive flow inlet is supplied with hot air from the second
passage upstream of the heat exchanger matrix.

11. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 10, wherein the
ejector is installed in the first passage at a location down-
stream from the heat exchanger matrix relative to the flow of
cooling air through the first passage.

8

12. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 9, wherein the
second passage includes a hot air inlet communicating with
the hot air inlet manifold inside said housing, the cooling air
outlet tube being mounted inside said housing and extending
through said hot air inlet manifold so that the hot air
admitted into the hot air inlet manifold via said hot air inlet
flows over the cooling air outlet tube.

13. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 12, wherein the
cooling air outlet tube has an annular inner shoulder, the
ejector having an axially extending front lip, the annular
inner shoulder and the axially projecting front lip defining a
calibrated axial gap, the calibrated axial gap communicating
with the air holes.

14. The air-to-air cooler defined in claim 13, wherein the
ejector has a mounting flange extending radially outwardly
relative to the axially projecting front lip, the mounting
flange being secured to the surrounding wall of the cooling
air outlet tube, and wherein the surrounding wall of the
cooling air outlet tube, the axially projecting front lip, the
inner shoulder and the mounting flange define and annular
motive flow manifold disposed in flow communication
between the air holes and the axial gap.
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